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A2 Key Paper 1 Reading and Writing Part 4 – Teacher’s Notes 

Description  
 

In this activity students focus on the meaning of vocabulary and complete a gap-fill exercise. They are 

given the rest of the sample task from the exam to complete within a set time. 
 

Time required: 20 minutes 

Materials 

required: 
 Student handout  

 Follow-up activities (optional) 

 

Aims: 

 

 to familiarise students with A2 Key Paper 1 Reading and Writing Part 4 

 to practise skim reading for general understanding 

 to practise understanding vocabulary in context 

 

Procedure 
 

1. Explain to your students that they will be doing Part 4 of the A2 Key Paper 1 Reading and 

Writing exam. Write ‘William Perkin’ on the board, tell your students that they are going to read 

about him but they must first think of things they would like to know about him e.g. Who is he? 

Where does he come from? Ask your students to work in pairs and think of 3 things they would 

like to find out. Elicit their answers and write them on the board.  

 

2. Give your students the handout folded over so only the text is visible and ask students to read 

for 2 minutes to see if they can find any of the answers to their questions. Tell them that they 

are not focusing on the gaps in the text but they are just reading for general understanding. 

Allow them to compare what they learned about William Perkin with their partner before open 

class feedback. 
 

3. Draw 3 columns on the board. In the first column, write ‘the class’ and elicit from your students 

what it means e.g. where you go to learn, then in the second column, write ‘the subject’ again 

elicit from your students what it means e.g. what you are learning: English. Can they think of any 

other subjects you can study e.g. mathematics, biology etc. Lastly, in the third column, write ‘the 

course’, elicit from your students what it means e.g. what you are learning: topic of English. Now 

ask your students to read the sentence with gap (19) and the sentence after it and decide which 

word they should use: class, subject or course? Explain to students the words they have to 

choose from are similar in meaning, so it helps to think about what they mean before they go 

back to the text and decide which the best word is. Once they make their choice, it is essential to 
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read the sentence again to check (answer: B subject).  
 

4. Write the words for (20) on the board: ‘thinking’, ‘trying’ and ‘deciding’. Ask your students to 

work in pairs to discuss the meanings. This will support the weaker students and allow all 

students to practice the exam skill. Elicit their ideas.  

(Possible answers: thinking – thoughts in your head about something; trying – to do something 

e.g. trying to answer a question, putting effort into something; deciding – making a decision to 

do something, choosing between things, deciding to go to the cinema.) Ask them to answer 

question 20 in the text (answer B ‘trying’). 

 

5. Ask your students to complete the handout and to complete the gaps in the text with the 

correct word. Highlight that they will need to think of the meanings for words 21–24 as they 

answer the task. Stress that they must read the whole sentence and not just stop when they 

get to the gap. Set a time limit of 10 minutes for this (See Answer key). 

 

6. Allow your students to check their answers in pairs before open class feedback to allow you to 

monitor and hear if they had problems with any of the vocabulary. Elicit answers from your 

students asking them to give the meanings of all the words to allow peer teaching in the 

lesson. Explore why the wrong answers don’t fit in the gaps (See Answer key). 

 
 

Suggested follow-up activities: 
 

1. Elicit the names of famous people from the class. Invite students to choose the name of a famous 

person they find interesting.  Encourage students to look on the internet for information about the 

famous person they have chosen. They can write a short text but leaving out six words. They 

write these words randomly in a box at the bottom of their writing. They exchange papers with 

their partner who completes the gaps correctly. To differentiate the weaker and stronger students 

in your class, the stronger students could add 2/3 extra words in their text boxes so it is more 

challenging for their partner to complete their gaps.  

 
2. If you want students to practise using the answer sheet, photocopy it and ask students to fill in 

the lozenges in pencil for their answers to Part 4. 
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Answer key 
 
19.  B 
20.  B 
21.  A 
22.  B 
23.  C 
24.  C 
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A2 Key Paper 1 Reading and Writing Part 4 
 
Student handout 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- FOLD HERE ----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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A2 Key Paper 1 Reading and Writing Part 4 

Follow-up activity 

 
Write a blog about a famous person. Leave out 6 words and write them in the box. Do not write them 
in the correct order. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Change your paper with your partner.  
Your partner has to write the words below in your story. 
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A2 Key Paper 1 Reading and Writing: Candidate Answer Sheet 

Follow-up activity 
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