
 

 
© UCLES 2019. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use provided no charge is made. 
For further information see our Terms and Conditions. 

  1 
 

 

 

B1 Preliminary Reading Part 4 – Teacher’s notes 

Description  

Learners connect parts of sentences and identify features of language that connect ideas, then write their 

own alternative endings to sentences. Learners then complete a text using given phrases/sentences to fill 

the gaps, justifying answers. 

 

Time required: 40–50 minutes 

Materials 

required: 
 Student handout (one set cut per pair) 

 Sample task scanned for projection 

 Sample task (a copy per student) 

 
Aims:  to familiarise students with B1 Preliminary Reading Part 4 

 to identify the features of sentences that enable students to match 
missing parts of sentences, such as connectors, tenses, reference, 
content etc. 

  

Procedure 
 

1. Using the handout, learners match halves of sentences in pairs, discussing reasons for answers 

together.  

2. Check answers, eliciting which features of language helped learners to get the answers such as 

connecting words, grammatical tenses and reference words such as relative pronouns or 

demonstratives.  

3. In pairs, learners write their own alternative endings/beginnings for the sentence halves, then read 

them out and classmates guess which halves they match with. The teacher checks any errors or 

misconceptions that learners have.  

4. Project the sample task and go through instructions and the first question. Elicit strategies and 

approaches for this type of task with questions such as ‘which of the options mention something 

related to feeling tired, doing the same thing every day?’  

5. Learners read through the sample task and choose the answers that best fit the gaps. Encourage 

students to think about reasons why they have chosen an option – are there any grammatical or 

lexical clues? 

6. Learners discuss their answers with a partner, justifying answers and discussing any differences in 

reasoning. 

7. Check answers as a whole class, eliciting learners’ answers and directing questioning to incorrect 

answers to elicit self-correction, discuss any doubts learners have. 
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8. Collect some feedback as to how students approached the task. Summarise strategies they used 

and discuss how they could do it better next time. This is a very important stage and is an 

opportunity to tell students how they should approach Part 4 (see Additional information for ideas 

on areas to work on in order to help students improve at this part of the test). 

 
 
Additional information 

 Train students in skim reading skills to read through the text quickly before starting. 

 Train students to pay attention to pronouns in the extracts, and check what they refer to in 

the text.  

 Train students to use any conjunctions or phrases to help them.  

 Train students to watch out for verb tenses and make sure the sequence is logical.  

 Give plenty of intensive practice looking at coherence and cohesion of texts.  

 Encourage students to check that answers fit both the preceding and subsequent text. 

 Encourage students to read the whole text through when they have finished checking for 

inconsistencies.  

 Set time limits so students allow themselves enough time for this section, but not so much as 

to detract from the other parts of the paper 
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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 4 

Answer key 

Sample task 

 

16. G 

17. E 

18. F 

19. B 

20. D 
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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 4 

Student handout 

 

1) I was paid some extra money this month   so I bought a new coat 

2) When I looked in the fridge    somebody had eaten all the cheese. 

3) I like to watch football matches   when I have some free time 

4) I don’t have any money left   because I bought a new coat 

5) They play at Goodison Park which is one of the oldest football stadiums in 

the world 

6) I bought some Belgian chocolates   those are my favourites 
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4) I don’t have any money left   because I bought a new coat 

5) They play at Goodison Park which is one of the oldest football stadiums in 

the world 
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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 4 

Sample task  
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