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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 3 – Teacher’s Notes 

Description  

After looking briefly at a sample task, students skim read the text to find out the topic and general meaning 

before reading more specifically, working through the sample task and thinking about why three of the 

multiple-choice options are wrong. They then answer true/false questions on a worksheet about Part 3 and 

consider a strategy for tackling this task. 
 

Time required: 45 minutes 

Materials 

required: 
 Student handout (one per pair) 

 Sample task  

 Projection of Reading Paper general description from the Handbook for 
teachers 

 Different coloured pens for each student (if possible, 3 colours each) 

Aims:  to introduce Part 3 of the Reading paper and the types of text and 
question used 

 to give practice in answering multiple choice questions 

  

  

 

Procedure 
 

1. Get students to discuss in pairs/small groups how they feel about cycling and what its 

advantages are as a hobby. 

2. Show the projected slide of the general description of the Reading Paper, direct students to Part 

3 and go through it with them. Hand out the sample task and explain that the first step is to read 

the text fairly quickly to find out the topic and general meaning of the text. Give students 2 

minutes to read it. Set the following focus questions: 

• Who is the article about? (an artist, Peter Fuller talking about his hobby, cycling) 

• Who is the writer? (Peter Fuller) 

• What is the text about? (his hobby, cycling) 

3. Check their answers and then have a brief discussion about why cycling might appeal to an 

artist. 

4.  Direct students to the questions and ask them to read them carefully. Explain that questions 11, 

12, 13 and 14 follow the order of information in the text, and the last question, question 15 is 

about global meaning. It is probably best to read the final question at the start so students are 

aware of it while they are reading for gist the first time they read. The other questions follow the 
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same order as the text and might be better to read before the second, more detailed reading of 

the text. 

5. Direct students to the first question and ask them to re-read it and underline key information. 

Then ask them to read the text again carefully until they find the relevant section for the 

question. They should then look at the answer choices, decide which are incorrect and which 

one is correct. They should keep referring back to the text to do this. Ask students to underline 

where possible the information that gave them the answer. If possible, students should do the 

underlining for this question using one of their coloured pens. 

6. Students compare their answers in pairs. 

7. Ask students to do the same for the next three questions (using different colours), and then the 

last question, which will involve reading the text as a whole again. 

8. Whole class check. To do this, ask students to explain where in the text they found the answer 

and how this relates to the answer choice. For each question, also elicit or explain why the other 

three answer choices are not correct (e.g. Q11 answer C is correct as the text states ‘more 

importantly … it leaves you no time to worry about what’s going on’, the other answers are either 

mentioned or hinted at but the phrase ‘more importantly’ shows that this is the main reason he 

enjoys mountain biking. Of the other answers, A is alluded to in the mention of ‘countryside’ but 

not directly stated, B is not stated at all, and the word ‘concentrate’ from question D is used but 

in a different context – ‘concentrate’ on cycling and not on his work). It is also worth making 

students aware of the distinction between ‘assumed’ and ‘stated’ information. Learners might 

assume that Peter enjoys the views while cycling in the countryside but if it is not stated in the 

text then they should avoid this answer 

9. Give out the handout to pairs of learners. They decide if each statement about Reading Part 3 is 

true or false based on their experience with the sample task. Manage whole class feedback on 

this task, eliciting self/peer correction of misconceptions about the task. 

10. Write the following steps on the board in a random order and ask students to put them in the 

most logical order for the procedure for answering Reading Part 3. 

• Read the instructions 

• Read the title 

• Read the text quickly to find out the topic, writer’s general meaning/opinion 

• Read the text again carefully 

• Read the questions 

• Answer the first four questions one by one by referring back to the text 

• Answer the last question by referring to the whole text 
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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 3 

Answer key 

Sample task 

11. C 

12. C 

13. D 

14. A 

15.  B 

 

Student handout 

 

1. The questions are all multiple choice. 

True (there are four options for each question, one correct and three distractors) 

2. The first and last questions are global questions about the whole text. 

False (only the last question focuses on global meaning) 

3. The first four questions are in random order compared to the information in the text. 

False (they follow the order of the text) 

4. The final question looks different from the other questions. 

True (the final question is longer - up to 90 words are possible) 

5. The questions ask about attitudes and opinions, not just facts. 

True 

6. You don’t need to read the text in detail to answer Part 3. 

False (to find out about attitudes and opinions you will need to read the text carefully) 

7. Paraphrasing is not important in Part 3. 

False, as in the other parts on the Reading Paper, paraphrasing is often used 

8. Sometimes more than one answer choice is possible. 

False (only one answer choice is correct and you should know why the other answer choices are 

not possible) 
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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 3 
Sample task 
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B1 Preliminary Reading Part 3 
Student handout 
 

Decide if the statements are True or False with a partner: 

1. The questions are all multiple choice. 

2. The first and last questions are general questions about the whole text. 

3. The first four questions are in a random order compared to the information in the text. 

4. The final question looks different from the other questions. 

5. The questions ask about attitudes and opinions, not just facts. 

6. You don’t need to read the text in detail to answer Part 3 

7. Paraphrasing is not important in Part 3. 

8. Sometimes more than one answer choice is possible. 

 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/footer/terms-and-conditions/

